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Student Reaction to the Course

L. student reaction, as evinced both in the spirit of the students
during the course and in their post-course critiques, was highly favorsble.
Typical responses to the first gquestion (How well have the statea goals
of this course been satisfied?) on the critique form were: '"We have received
& good idea of what goes on in the various offices of the DDI"; "...e’tremely

well”; "...course proved extremely interesting, informative, and tiring"
'...a well rounded familiarization with tecbnlques of intellip ence pro—
duction"; "Very well, but the vace is deadly'; excellenbly ; "I'm not sure
what the stated gaalo of the course were; however, I feel that it wsas
particularly valuable to me personally.”’ Only one response 1o this guestion
was fletly negetive: “Frankly, no. I know very little more about the
croduction of any inﬁividua] report.” But this student concluded, under
"Other comments': "If nothwng else, I learned somethlng of CIA DY“CthG in
writing reports.” Additional "Other comments: were: ''The feculty and
assistents were most helpful and professional. I vprofited greatly." 'This
is the best course that I have had while in the Sgency--the nast five years.
I enjoyed it tremendously." "Overall, I was quite impressed with our section
leaders--whose criticism, though not leaJo kind, was usually wvalid and
extremely helnful. I feel I have learned a greet deal in a short period of
time.” "Critiques were useful znd ensbled us to improve our nerformsnces on
subseaquent exercises."

Student criticisms were directed mainly st the scheduling of the second
weex of the course--too many major exercises reguiring excessive night work,
and too little time for satisfactory peformsnce in the programmed map
reading segment

Deletion of the Man Reading Program from the ITC

5. The revised topographic mep reading program, was given to the
class with the expectation that it be completed (in the last two ITC groups
only four hours wes scheduled, and most students finished only half of the
program) and wes followed by & 1.5 hour Tinal examination. The final
exam and student critiques demonstrated that the program was successful
in teaching the basicr of Lopograrhlc map reading. However, this portion
of the course differed from all other parts in that its objective was 49
teach a2 skill, whereas the over-all course objective is familiarizasion
with intelligence techniques and with the work of the Directorste of
Intelligence. Therefore, the vrogrammed mep reading was eliminated from ITC

39,

This decision wes also based on several other considerations: The ITC
i#38 schedule was too tightly packed, so that during the second week students
were spending slmost every evening working on exercises, with no time
between exercises to digest the experience. In addition, several students,
in their critiques at the end of the course, noted that the map reading was
not in consonance with the over-all course objective.
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We have no nlans to develop a map orientation exercise or lecture
for future ITC's. The reason is that little can be gained from an
orientation without going into some of the difficult basic skills involved
in map reading. This differs from photo interpretation where a short
veriod of skills training cen be followed by instructions that the student
need not normally do vhoto interwnretation himself, but can call on the
skilled photo interpreters in the Imagery Analysis Services. By contrast,
there is no such service on interpretation of maps avallable Lo professional
personnel, although certain types of map questions will be answered by the
OBI Map Library and by the OBI Geography Division professionals.
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